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Friday 16th January 2026 

 

Update Letter 

 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

 

Following the return from the Christmas break, January is already flying by with many enriching 

experiences taking place across the school. The Hydrology Project has been an enjoyable and 

engaging school-wide initiative, with a range of fascinating lessons, activities, educational visits and 

the whole school dressing up day taking place today. The array of outfits on display created a 

wonderful energy across the school and contributed to a very special day. Thank you for your 

support in helping to create these enriching and memorable aspects of the children’s learning at 

Bishop Road. 

 

As part of the project, the Explorer Dome – an inflatable planetarium – was erected in the gym and 

children from Years 3–6 were immersed in a hydrology-themed experience, learning about the 

origins of water on planet Earth.  

 

In Year 3, the children’s historical area of study is the Romans. To bring this learning to life, they 

visited the Roman Baths, where they toured the site and took part in a range of hands-on 

workshops, including mosaic making, exploring Roman clothing and participating in an 

archaeological dig. 

 

Parents’ Evening Appointments 

In a few weeks, information will be shared regarding Parents’ Evening appointments, which take 

place in the final week of this short term. The appointment request form is one of the few letters 

sent out in hard copy, so please do look out for this. Attendance at these sessions is greatly valued, 

as they support us in working together. 

 

Encouraging Healthy Choices 

At the beginning of a new year, many people consider their habits and choices for the year ahead. 

Alongside encouraging healthy snack choices at break times, this year we are inviting parents to 

consider the types of food they send in with children when celebrating birthdays. As always, teachers 

will continue to mark children’s birthdays through celebrations and singing together in class. Thank 

you for helping us to guide children towards healthy choices.  
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Drop-off and Pick-up 

To help keep our school environment healthy and welcoming for everyone, families who drive to 

school are kindly encouraged to switch off their engines, while waiting at drop-off and pick-up 

times. This helps reduce unnecessary air pollution as children walk into school and is also 

considerate of neighbours who live nearby. Thank you for supporting these small actions that 

benefit the whole Bishop Road community. 

 

Attendance and Punctuality  

School attendance is a priority. We rely on parents and carers working with us to ensure 

children are in school and on time on a daily basis. A change of law last year has altered the 

Local Authority guidelines for attendance and penalty notices. Penalties are now issued for 

unauthorised absences of 10 sessions, or five days, in a 10 week period (there are 2 sessions 

or registers each day). Attendance is now also tracked over a 3 year period, with penalties 

increasing for repeated unauthorised absences. Further information about attendance and 

penalty notices can be found here.  

 

Late arrival is hugely disruptive to children, teachers and support staff. We ask parents and 

carers to make children’s morning routine calm and purposeful by arriving on time.  

 

- The school gates open at 8.35 am.  

 

- The bell rings and gates close at 8.50 am promptly. 

 

 

Thank you for your ongoing support; we look forward to seeing many of you in person at Parents’ 

Evening later this term. 

 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Alex Edwards 

Deputy Head 
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