
2025-26 Year 3 Spelling List – Term 5            Practise Look/Say/Cover/Write/Check and using words in context        
       
Testing period: week 
commencing 

20th April 27th April Tue 5th May 11th May 18th May 

Round 1:  
Key Words 

 
 
This week, we will 
recap the 
homophones from 
the Spring Term.  
 
12 of these words 
will be in the test: 
 
 
mail/male 
knot/not 
heel/heal/he’ll 
here/hear 
groan/grown 
grate/great 
fair/fare 
brake/break 
quite/quiet 
 
 

increase 
important 
interest 
	

island 
knowledge 
learn 
	

length 
library 
material 
 

medicine 
mention 
minute 
 

Round 2: Spelling 
Rule 

Suffixes after 2 
syllable words 
 
forgotten 
beginning 
preferred 
gardening 
limitation 

Suffixes: -ly 
 
sadly 
completely 
finally 
angrily 
simply 

Suffixes: -ly 

truly 
usually 
dramatically 
wonderfully 
magically 

The short ‘o’ vowel 
sound spelt a after 
w and qu  
warp 
warning 
squat 
equality 
watt 
 

Round 3:  
Mystery Spellings 
Learn the rule. 
You will be tested on 
2 more words which 
follow this week’s 
rule. 

If the last syllable of a word 
is stressed and ends with one 
consonant letter which has 
just one vowel letter before 
it, the final consonant letter 
is doubled before any ending 
beginning with a vowel letter 
is added. The consonant 
letter is not doubled if the 
syllable is unstressed.  

The suffix –ly is added to an 
adjective to form an adverb. It 
starts with a consonant letter, 
so it is added straight on to 
most root words.  

Exception 1) If the root word 
ends in –y with a consonant 
letter before it, the y is 
changed to i, but only if the 
root word has more than one 
syllable.  

Exception 2) If the root word 
ends with –le, the –le is 
changed to –ly.  

The suffix –ly is added to an 
adjective to form an adverb. It 
starts with a consonant letter, 
so it is added straight on to 
most root words.  

Exception 3) If the root word 
ends with –ic, –ally is added 
rather than just –ly, except in 
the word publicly.  

Exception 4) The words truly, 
duly, wholly.  

a is the most common 
spelling for the ‘o’ (‘hot’) 
sound after w and qu.  
 
We are revisiting a Year 2 
rule this week. 
 

Round 4: 
Homophones 

berry/bury ball/bawl affect/effect accept/except 

	


