
2025-26 Year 3 Spelling List – Term 1            Practise Look/Say/Cover/Write/Check and using words in context              
	
Testing period: 
week commencing 

8th September	 15th September	 22nd 
September	

29th September	 6th October	 13th October 20th October	

Round 1:  
Key Words 

address 
answer 
appear 

accident 
actual 
arrive 

believe 
bicycle 
breath 

breathe 
build 

 

breathe 
build 
	

3 key words 
learnt this 
term 

 

Round 2: 
Spelling Rule 

Adding –ed, –
er and –est  

replied 
funniest 
easier 
laziest 
tried	

The short ‘o’ 
vowel sound spelt 
a after w and qu  
warp 
warning 
squat 
equality 
watt 
 

Contractions 
 
 
can’t 
didn’t 
hasn’t 
couldn’t 
I’ll 

 / sound 
 
 
father 
path 
half 
after 
last 

The ‘or’ sound 
spelt a before 
l and ll  

ball 
chalk 
tall  
small 
stalk 

The ‘r’ sound 
spelt wr at 
the beginning 
of words  
wrist 
wrench 
wreath 
writer 
wriggle 

3 mystery 
spellings 
from each of 
the rules 
this term 

Round 3:  
Mystery 
Spellings 
Learn the rule. 
You will be 
tested on 2 
more words 
which follow 
this week’s 
rule. 

If a root word 
ends in –y with a 
consonant before 
it, the y is 
changed to i 
before –ed, –er 
and –est are 
added. 
 

We are revisiting 
a Year 2 spelling 
rule this week. 

a is the most common 
spelling for the ‘o’ 
(‘hot’) sound after w 
and qu.  
 
We are revisiting a 
Year 2 rule this week. 
 

In contractions, 
the apostrophe 
shows where a 
letter or letters 
would be if the 
words were 
written in full 
(e.g. can’t – 
cannot).  

 

These words are 
pronounced /æ/ in 
some accents, like 
the ‘a’ sound in 
‘cat’. 

The /ɔ:/ sound 
(‘or’) is usually 
spelt as a before l 
and ll.  
	
We are revisiting 
a Year 2 rule this 
week. 

 

The ‘w’ at the 
beginning of these 
words was 
probably sounded 
hundreds of years 
ago. 

This is a Year 2 
spelling rule that 
we are revisiting 
this week. 

 

Round 4: 
Homophones 

whose/who’s weather/whether scene/seen rain/rein/reign there/their/ 
they’re 

plain/plane  

	
	


